
Further inFormation
www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/lose-verbindungen/thermalobjects

ContaCt
elena.beregow@wiso.uni-hamburg.de

Thermal
ObjecTs
theorizing temperatures 
and the soCiaL

  

Copyright:  Ernst Haeckel, Kunstformen der Natur, Tafel 41



jUN 14, 2017 / 9:30-17h
ceNTral cONGress

9:30-10:00  IntroductIon

10:00-12:00 tHErMAL cuLturES
Chair: Elena Beregow
under the spell of Coldness. strong images – Weak 
analyses?
Helmut Lethen
scorching Bombs and Freezer desserts in a World 
of Cold and hot Wars
Esther Leslie

12:00-13:30  LuncH

13:30-15:30  ELEMEntAL SocIoLoGY
Chair: Urs Stäheli
Cooked, steamed or Fermented? thermal notions 
of Change between metaphor and materiality
Elena Beregow
governing heat as natural and human-made hazard
Leo Matteo Bachinger

15:30-16:00 coffEE BrEAk

16:00-17:00 
From metamorphosis to motive Force: pyropolitics 
and the transformation of Fire power
Nigel Clark

19:30   dInnEr

jUN 15, 2017 / 9:30-17:15h
WarbUrG-haUs

9:30-11:30  tHErMAL MEdIA And 
  InfrAStructurE
Chair: Steffen Krämer
time, temperature, and its informational turn
Wolfgang Ernst
Cold infrastructures: an environmental historical 
approach to urban Cooling
Paula Schönach

11:30-12:00 coffEE BrEAk

12:00-13:00  SEnSInG tEMpErAturE
Chair: Michael Liegl
running a temperature. sociological-phenomeno-
logical perspectives on distance running, thermo-
ception and ‘temperature Work’
John Hockey

13:00-14:00  LuncH

14:00-15:00  
embodied relation. understanding processes of 
embodiment and interrelation with metabolic systems: 
an experimental study using Virtual reality
Desiree Förster

15:00-15:15 coffEE BrEAk 

15:15-17:15  tHErMAL AEStHEtIcS
Chair: Martin Jörg Schäfer
Clayness: the emancipation of matter
Agustina Andreoletti
thermal envelopes. heat and Warmth in installation art
Gunnar Schmidt

in the humanities and social sciences, heat and 
cold are mostly treated as metaphors. For ex-
ample, the formation of the modern, urbanized 
society is often described as a cooling process 
that freezes the warm, authentic communi-
ty. thermal metaphors turn out to be crucial 
devices organizing discourses of modernity. 
however, the materiality of temperature and its 
relation to social phenomena was mostly over-
looked.

highlighting temperature leads us to a range of 
questions about the materiality of the social,
including the senses, the mediality and infra-
structures of heat and cold, the conception of 
thermal objects and elements as fire, thermopo-
litics and thermal aesthetics.
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