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PROTEST, DISOBEDIENCE,
OR CONSTITUENT POWER?

EMERGING COUNTER-NARRATIVES FOR
TRANSNATIONAL CONSTITUENCIES



WORKSHOP
15.05.2017

Transnational social movements and campaigns, in reac-
ting to the varieties of cross-border domination, have de-
scribed their activities in the traditional vocabularies of
political protest: as opposition, contestation, diso-
bedience, or, in more vigorous conflicts, as dissidence, re-
sistance, insurgency, or rebellion. Where strategies have
involved illegal, well-publicised activities, the vocabulary
of civil disobedience has become an activist lingua franca,
highly amenable to its transnational adaptation. What all
such descriptions have in common is that they paint a lar-
gely defensive picture of the politics of non-domination.

In contrast, the emergence of the ‘global constitutiona-
list’ paradigm in international law and politics has seen a
renewed interest in the category of constituent power.
Transnational initiatives such as DiEM25 and the World
Social Forum have begun to frame their activities in a
‘constitutive’ and less in a ‘reactive’ language. In this,
they may express a desire to reconfigure existing institu-
tions, or they may aim to connect with Emmanuel Sieyes’
view that pouvoirs constituants cannot be restricted in
their forms of expression, or ever fully institutionalised. In
countering the challenges of cross-border domination, hi-
therto non-existent collectives may grasp the chance for
extra-institutional self-activation.

Like the categories of resistance and civil disobe-
dience, the invocation of constituent power repres-
ents a claim to non-compliance with usurped autho-

rity. Protest movements thus seem to be able to
choose between different vocabularies of varying
ambition, and intellectuals and scholars describing
their activities may be in a position to recommend to
them certain descriptions over others. The workshop
aims to assess and compare the features and the va-
rious strengths and weaknesses of the respective
languages of critique and constitution. To that end, it
brings together scholars of the competing para-
digms.

PROGRAMME
09.45-10.00 Welcome & Introduction

10.00-12.00 Languages of Critique and Constitution

* Christopher Daase/Nicole Deitelhoff (Frank-
furt/M.): "International Dissidence: Conceptuali-
zing Resistance and Rule in the International Sys-
tem"

* Peter Niesen (Hamburg): "Beyond Resistance and
Disobedience: Constituent Power"

* Comments: Antje Wiener (Hamburg)

12.00-13.00 Lunch Break

13.00-16.00 Varieties of Extraordinary Politics

* Robin Celikates (Amsterdam): "Politicizing
Disobedience, or: How Extraordinary is Con-
stituent Power?"

¢ Bill Scheuerman (Indiana): "Civil Disobe-
dience and Constituent Power: Beyond the
Nation State?"

* Markus Patberg (Hamburg): "Challenging the
Masters of the Treaties: Emerging Narratives
of Constituent Power in the European Union"

* Comments: Thorsten Thiel (Frankfurt)

16.00-16.30 Coffee Break

16.30-18.30 Self-Activation of New Collectives

® Christian Volk (Berlin): "Political Protest and
the Transnational Constellation”

* Isabell Lorey (Kassel): "The Constituent
Power of the Multitude"

* Comments: Frieder Vogelmann (Bremen)



