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Work shop
15.05.2017

Trans na tio nal so ci al mo ve ments and cam pai gns, in re ac -
ting to the va rie ties of cross-bor der do mi na ti on, have de -
scri bed thei r ac tivi ties in the tra di tio nal vo ca bu la ries of
po li ti cal pro tes t: as op po si ti on, con testation, diso -
bedience, or, in more vi go rous con flicts, as dis si dence, re -
sis tan ce, in sur gen cy, or re bel li on. Where stra te gies have
in vol ved il le gal, well-pu bli cised ac tivi ties, the vo ca bu la ry
of civil dis obe dience has be co me an ac tivist lin gua fran ca,
high ly amenable to its trans na tio nal ad ap ta ti on. What all
such de scrip ti ons have in com mon is that they paint a lar -
ge ly de fen si ve pic tu re of the po li tics of non-do mi na ti on.

In con trast, the emer gence of the ‘glo bal con sti tu tio na -
list’ pa ra digm in in ter na tio nal law and po li tics has seen a
re ne wed in te rest in the ca te go ry of con sti tu ent power.
Trans na tio nal in itia ti ves such as DiE M25 and the World
So ci al Forum have begun to frame their ac tivi ties in a
‘con sti tu ti ve’ and less in a ‘re ac tive’ lan gua ge. In this,
they may ex press a de si re to re con fi gu re exis ting in sti tu -
ti ons, or they may aim to con nect with Em ma nu el Sieyes’
view that pou voirs con sti tu ants can not be re stric ted in
their forms of ex pres si on, or ever fully in sti tu tio na li sed. In
coun tering the chal len ges of cross-bor der do mi na ti on, hi -
t her to non-exis tent collec tives may grasp the chan ce for
ex tra-in sti tu tio nal self-ac tiva ti on.

Like the ca te go ries of re sis tan ce and civil dis obe -
dience, the in vo ca ti on of con sti tu ent power re pres -
ents a claim to non-com p li an ce with usur ped aut ho -
ri ty. Pro test mo ve ments thus seem to be able to
choo se bet ween dif fe rent vo ca bu la ries of va ry ing
am bi ti on, and in tel lec tu als and scho lars de scri bing
their ac tivi ties may be in a po si ti on to re com mend to
them cer tain de scrip ti ons over others. The work shop
aims to as sess and com pa re the fea tures and the va -
rious strengths and weak nes ses of the re spec tive
lan gua ges of cri tique and con stitution. To that end, it
brings to ge ther scho lars of the com pe ting pa ra -
digms. 

Pro gram me

09.45-10.00 Wel co me & In tro duc tion

10.00-12.00 Lan guages of Cri tique and Con stitution

• Chris to pher Daase/Ni co le Dei tel hoff (Frank -
furt/M.): "In ter na tio nal Dis si dence: Con cep tua li -
zing Re sis tan ce and Rule in the In ter na tio nal Sys -
tem"

• Peter Nie sen (Ham burg): "Bey ond Re sis tan ce and
Dis obe dience: Con sti tu ent Power"

• Com ments: Antje Wie ner (Ham burg)

12.00-13.00 Lunch Bre ak

13.00-16.00 Va rie ties of Ex tra or di na ry Po li tics

• Robin Ce li ka tes (Ams ter dam): "Po li ti ci zing
Dis obe dience, or: How Ex tra or di na ry is Con -
sti tu ent Power?"

• Bill Scheu er man (In dia na): "Civil Dis obe -
dience and Con sti tu ent Power: Bey ond the
Na ti on State?"

• Mar kus Pat berg (Ham burg): "Chal lenging the
Mas ters of the Trea ties: Emer ging Nar ratives
of Co nstituent Power in the Eu ro pean Unio n"

• Com ments: Thors ten Thiel (Frank furt)

16.00-16.30 Cof fee  B reak

16.30-18.30 Self-Ac tiva ti on of New Collec tive s

• Chris ti an Volk (Ber lin): "Po li tical Pro test and
the Tran snational Cons tellation"

• Isa bell Lorey (Kas sel): "The Con sti tu ent
Power of the Mul titude"

• Com ments: Frie der Vo gel mann (Bre men)


